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Evaluating Credibility of Online sources
[bookmark: _GoBack]With the advent and penetration of internet across the globe, information has become readily available at the click of the button. Internet have proven to be an invaluable source of information, thousands and thousands of material are uploaded online. Because of the ease of uploading information on the sight and lack of regulation of the information being uploaded, there is also a lot of information that is misleading in the internet. It is vital that one remain vigilant when seek for information from the internet. There are some techniques that an individual can apply to ensure that the information obtain is credible and therefore fit for use. 
	One of the questions that a person should seek to get satisfied is whether the author is an authority in the area. Most web information list their authors, a person should seek to establish the relationship between the author and the topic which they have contributed. The author’s qualifications and credentials should be examined and a clear connection to the subject established for one to rely on the information. 
	Another important aspect is knowing of the information is peer reviewed. Here a caveat should be put that it doesn’t mean that any information that is not peer reviewed is not correct, it may be factual (McGrew et al, 2018). Essentially, peer reviewed information is dependable because it have had input for professional and found correct. 
	Readers of online information should seek to know if the author is biased or objective. Information being given by a person who is promoting the product may have some bias. Other things like political inclination may influence an author on certain subjects. While bias is not necessarily a bad thing, it is good for the persons depending on the information to know. 
	
Presence of citation is another factor that one should look before depending on information. Credible information should be backed up by other sources. It should have a complete list of work cited and credible references. The sources should be authoritative enough written by people who are experts in the subject. 
	Timeliness is another important consideration for web information. There are subjects which are dynamic and constantly evolving, for such subjects one should seek for information that is current. This might not be the case when one is searching for information that is historical in nature such as the world war or the civil war. 
	Lastly, the publisher or the institution publishing the document should be evaluated. The credentials of the publisher should be listed. One should also check the URL domain. Normally, university or college websites (.edu), government (.gov), and non-profit organizations (.org) and considered credible (Lurie & Mustafaraj, 2018). Even so, one need to check the credibility of the authors of authors to ensure that there is no bias. 
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